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Summary:

The subject land is already included within the boundaries of Kew Woods Primary 
School which converted to an Academy following the grant of a Lease to Southport 
Learning Trust on 1st April 2019. For the reasons explained in the report the land was 
not conveyed to the Academy. The purpose of this report it to seek approval to grant a 
new Lease which will formally transfer the land to Southport Learning Trust.

Recommendations:

1) That the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer be authorised to grant the Southport 
Learning Trust a Lease of the subject land as detailed within the report.

2) That a Letter of Consent be issued to the Southport Learning Trust permitting 
them to undertake the works detailed within the report.

3) That the Southport Learning Trust be permitted to undertake the works in 
advance of the Lease being completed subject to entering into a Licence for 
Works

Reasons for the Recommendations:
The land is already occupied by Kew Woods Primary School so the intention is to 
formalise the transfer of the land.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)
The Council will retain ownership of the land and will be required to maintain the same. 
Not transferring the land would also prevent Kew Woods Primary School from being 



managed and operated effectively and may affect grant funding being obtained for the 
future development of the same due to the lack of control over the land

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

Any costs associated with any Licences being granted as required under the terms of 
the Lease will be met by Southport Learning Trust (SLT). Each party will bear their own 
costs associated with the granting of the Lease. There are no other cost implications for 
the Council as maintenance liabilities are being transferred to the SLT 

(A) Revenue Costs
There are no revenue costs to the Council

(B) Capital Costs
There are no capital costs to the Council

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):
None

Legal Implications:
The Chief Legal and Democratic Officer will complete the documentation

Equality Implications:

There are no Equality implications.

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

(Please give a brief description of how the proposals set out in the report contribute 
towards the following Council’s Core Purpose. Insert ‘not applicable’ where required 
and remove this text) 

Protect the most vulnerable: Not applicable

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: Provision of new School facilities for 
local children

Commission, broker and provide core services: Educational services are being 
provided to the local community

Place – leadership and influencer: Not applicable

Drivers of change and reform: Not applicable



Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: Not applicable

Greater income for social investment: Not applicable

Cleaner Greener: The new classroom facilities will be more environmentally friendly

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Executive Director Corporate Resources & Customer Services (FD 6376/21) and 
the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD.4577/21) have been consulted and any 
comments have been incorporated into the report.

(B) External Consultations 

Implementation Date for the Decision

Following the expiry of the “call-in” period for the Minutes of the Cabinet Meeting

Contact Officer: Dominic Ellis
Telephone Number: 0151 934 2751
Email Address: dominic.ellis@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

There are no Appendices to this report

Background Papers:

Cabinet Report dated 26th July 2018 – Approval of Legal Documentation for Academy 
Conversions



1.0Introduction/Background

1.1 The above mentioned Primary School converted to an Academy on 1st April 2019 
and as part of that process, a 125 year Lease was granted to the Southport Learning 
Trust. The site on which the After-School Club/Nursery (the Club) was situated was 
always intended to be included in the Academy Lease demise as it formed part of 
School land that was used wholly or mainly by the school prior to conversion.

1.2 However, as part of a title check it came to light that the freehold land, on which the 
Club stood, was actually one of three pieces of “open space” land subject to part of a 
wider Development Lease dated 27th March 1973 to Persimmon Homes, now Ideal 
Homes.  Therefore, the Council was not in a position to include the Club land as part of 
the Academy Lease when such was granted. It was  agreed that the Council would 
grant the Academy Lease without including the Club land.

1.3 The Council confirmed that it would arrange for the transfer back of the subject land, 
including the Club land, from Ideal Homes and upon completion of a Deed of Surrender 
the Council would grant the Southport Learning Trust a Lease of the Club land pursuant  
to the same terms and conditions as the original Academy Lease.

2.0 New Lease Proposals 

2.1.The Deed of Surrender was completed on the 18th January 2021. However, in the 
intervening period it has come to light that an incorrect plan was attached to the 
Academy Lease dated 1st April 2019 as a strip of land which forms part of the school 
was omitted from the plan. Below is a plan which shows both the After-School Club land 
and the land which was erroneously excluded from the original Academy Lease edged 
red and it is proposed that this land be transferred to Southport Learning Trust under a 
new Lease which will expire on the same date as the original Lease.



3.0 .Consent under the Lease

3.1.Southport Learning Trust  have advised of their intention to demolish two buildings 
that were sited on the land to be included within the new Lease and are proposing to 
erect a new modular building on this land. The Planning Department has been 
consulted on the proposals and the necessary permissions have been obtained. In 
addition to Planning Permission, the Council’s consent as Landlord will also be required 
prior to undertaking these works. As such it is proposed that this will be granted by way 
of a Letter of Consent. 

3.2. As there is an urgent need to undertake the works in advance of the Lease being 
completed to avoid losing Grant funding it is proposed that a Licence for Works be 
entered into to facilitate this. Terms for this have already been agreed with Southport 
Learning Trust.


